Wheels and Butterflies

reality ; that it was not a disadvantage in the case
of the Woman of the Sidhe all were agreed. She
was a strange, noble, unforgettable figure.

I do not say that it is always necessary when one
writes for a general audience to make the words of
the dialogue so simple and so matter-of-fact; but
it is necessary where the appeal is mainly to the eye
and to the ear through songs and music. Fighting
tie Waves is in itself nothing, a mere occasion for
sculptor and dancer, for the exciting dramatic music
of George Antheil.

II

' It is that famous man Cuchulain. . . / In the
eighties of the last century Standish O'Grady, his
mind full of Homer, retold the story of Cuchulain
that he might bring back an heroic ideal. His work,
which founded modern Irish literature, was hasty
and ill-constructed, his style marred by imitation of
Carlyle ; twenty years later Lady Gregory translated
the whole body of Irish heroic legend into the dialect
of the cottages in those great books Cuchulain of
Muirthemne and Gods and lighting Men, her eye too
upon life. In later years she often quoted the
saying of Aristotle : * To think like a wise man,
but express oneself like the common people/ and
always her wise man was heroic man. Synge wrote
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